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Thank you, Marni! 

 

Marni Muir, center, with co-commissioner Tanya Sharp (left) and former commissioner Beverly Starkovich (right) 

Life-long Edmonds resident and artist Marni Muir completed her two four-year terms 
as an Edmonds Arts Commissioner in December. In 2020, Muir chaired the Arts 
Commission and helped guide it through pandemic related adjustments. She served 
on several commission committees during her tenure, including the 2013 Community 
Cultural Plan update process and Arts Summit, the 2017 Economic Impact study, 
Creative District planning in 2018, and ongoing work with Write on the Sound 
hospitality and the Best Book I Ever Read Poster Program. She participated on 
various public art selection panels and was instrumental in successfully expanding 
the On the Fence temporary art program. Her enthusiasm and passion for the arts is 
a genuine joy to be around and will be missed at the monthly EAC meetings. Thank 
you, Marni, for all you do for the Edmonds arts community! 

 

 

EAC 2021 
GRANTS 

 

Application Deadline:  

Jan 28 
 

 

 

The City of Edmonds Arts Commission offers two, single opportunity grants in 2021 for artists and 
nonprofit arts and culture organizations based in Edmonds. If you are an individual artist or an arts 
organization, we encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity. 

 

APPLICATION AND INFORMATION 

 

 

 

https://cityofedmondsartscommission.submittable.com/submit
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Best Book I Ever Read Poster Program 
 

Changes this year to the annual program for 3rd Grade students 
 

The EAC's annual visual art and literacy program for 3rd grade students residing in 
Edmonds is back this year, but there are a few changes in store for the program: 
 

• Instead of a contest, all who enter a poster into the program will be entered into a 
raffle for a gift certificate to Edmonds Bookshop, courtesy of the Edmonds Friends of the 
Library. 

• Due to continued distancing regulations, pictures of all the posters submitted will 
appear in an online gallery. Prints of select posters will be displayed in the Edmonds 
Library windows at the entrance to the building, and along the fence line of the Frances 
Anderson Center playfield on Main Street, as part of EAC's On the Fence Public Art 
program. 

• Raffle winners will be announced at a special online event the end of March, which 
will include a presentation by Children's book author and illustrator, Avril van de Merwe ("I 
Don't Want to Be a Hyena"). 
 

The program is open to all 3rd grade students who live within the city limits of Edmonds. Deadline for poster submission is March 19. 
A website with complete information will be available later in January. In the meantime, email eac@edmondswa.gov for information. 

 

James Martin, 1928 - 2020 
 

 
The Edmonds Arts Commission was saddened to learn of the passing of Edmonds artist 
James Martin this past December. Born in Everett in 1928 and a long-time Edmonds resident, 
Martin christened his homestead The Donald Duck Ranch. 
 
James Martin was pigeonholed as an eccentric character who collected eggbeaters, lived in a 
funky hand-built house, and made cartoonish paintings. Yet at the beginning of Martin's painting 
career, in the late 1950s and 1960s, he was praised by critics and sought out by serious 
collectors. - Sheila Farr, former art critic for Seattle Times, for HistoryLink.org 
 

In 2001, the Edmonds Arts Festival partnered with EAC to present some of Martin's paintings 
to compliment a retrospective of the artists cannon of work at Museum of Northwest Art in 
LaConner, along with the launch of Sheila Farr's book about Martin titled, "Art Rustler at The 
Rivoli". Martin was again featured in 2003 in a special art walk exhibit of Edmonds' artists. The 
following year Martin's infamous eggbeater collection was displayed in the Frances Anderson 
Center. The following is from the exhibit: 
 

Edmonds’ painter James Martin can’t remember exactly when he began collecting eggbeaters, 
but the reason was because his partner Helen [Reynolds, former Edmonds photographer] kept 
breaking egg beaters. They set out in search of an ‘old fashioned’ beater that wouldn’t break – 
and it turned into a collection. Once the word got out about his collection, people began leaving 
unusual specimens on his doorstep, along with nonfunctional beaters, such as one hand-carved 
of wood, and the image of one in a cast metal belt buckle. As with many of the objects and 
images that have caught Martin’s eye, the eggbeater became part of the diverse cast of 
characters he features in his paintings.   
 

James Martin's work was featured one more time in 2012 by the EAC in the Edmonds Library. 
The City purchased Martin's "Clothing Salesman with Smoking Jacket" for its Public Art 
Collection, and the artist donated his "Milady's Purse" and "Ferry on the Crest" to the City. The 
paintings are located in City Hall and the Frances Anderson Center. 
 

Articles about James Martin: 

• Edmonds Beacon: Mystery Man of Main Street  

• My Edmonds News: Edmonds Art Legend James Martin  

• Sheila Farr's article about Martin for HistoryLink.org  

• Foster/White Gallery James Martin page 
 
  

Participating students in 2017 admire each  
other's art work 

"Milady's Purse" 
gouache on paper, 2003 
James Martin 

“Clothing Salesman with Smoking Jacket" 
gouache on paper, 2003 
James Martin 

mailto:eac@edmondswa.gov
https://www.edmondsbeacon.com/story/2020/12/17/news/james-martin-mystery-man-of-main-street-dies-at-92/24228.html
https://myedmondsnews.com/2018/05/artfully-edmonds-a-chat-with-edmonds-art-legend-james-martin/
https://www.historylink.org/File/10308#:~:text=For%20much%20of%20the%201970s,sought%20out%20by%20serious%20collectors.
http://www.fosterwhite.com/dynamic/artist.asp?ArtistID=99
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Edmonds Arts Festival Art Donation 
 

Edmonds Arts Festival Foundation donates artwork from its collection to the City of Edmonds and 
the new Waterfront Center.  

 

  

A substantial portion of the Edmonds Arts Festival (EAF) Foundation collection, approximately 44 pieces, is now on permanent 
display at the new Waterfront Center (formerly the Edmonds Senior Center). Eleven other artworks were donated to the City of 
Edmonds Public Art Collection. All of the works were originally shown in EAF juried art displays and then selected for purchase by 
EAF Foundation. Some of donated works are by artists already represented in the City’s Public Art Collection, while others showcase 
the variety of media and topics addressed by previous EAF artists.  
 
Several of the eleven donated works will be permanently displayed in public areas of City buildings. The others will be shown 
periodically in the EAC Display Case at the Frances Anderson Center as an opportunity to highlight the ongoing work of the Edmonds 
Arts Festival (EAF) and the EAF Foundation. 
 
The Arts Commission appreciates receiving these wonderful and diverse additions to the City Collection and looks forward to sharing 
them in an exhibit once the Frances Anderson Center is reopened to the public. 

 

Edmonds Arts Organizations | Opportunities | Announcements 
 

ArtistsConnect | artists-connect.com 
ARTSpot | artspotedmonds.com 
Art Walk Edmonds | artwalkedmonds.com 
ArtWorks | artworks-edmonds.org 
Cascade Symphony Orchestra | cascadesymphony.org 
Cascadia Art Museum | cascadiaartmuseum.org 
Cole Gallery | colegallery.net 
Cole Art Studio | www.coleartstudio.com 
Christopher Framing & Gallery | christopherframing.com 
DeMiero Jazz Fest | demierojazzfest.org 
Driftwood Modern | driftwoodmodern.com 
Edmonds Arts Festival | edmondsartsfestival.com 
Edmonds Art Studio Tour | edmondsartstudiotour.com 
Edmonds Bookshop | edmondsbookshop.com 
Edmonds Center for the Arts | ec4arts.org 
Edmonds Cogworks | thecogworks.org 
Edmonds Driftwood Players | edmondsdriftwoodplayers.org 
Edmonds Frame Design | EdmondsFrame.com 
Edmonds Historical Museum | historicedmonds.org 
Edmonds in Bloom | edmondsinbloom.com 
Edmonds Jazz Connection | jazzconnection.org 
EPIC Group Writers | epicgroupwriters.com 
Gallery North | gallerynorthedmonds.com 
Garden Gear & Gallery | garden-gear.com 
Joan Archer Aria Gallery | joanarchergallery.com 
Maje Gallery | majegallery.com 
Neverending Bookshop | theneverendingbookshop.com 
Olympic Ballet | OlympicBallet.org 
Phoenix Theatre | tptedmonds.org 
Sno-King Chorale | sno-kingchorale.org 
Sculptors Workshop | @sculptorsworkshopofedmonds 
Steel Magic Northwest | steelmagicnorthwest.org 
Write on Calligraphers | writeoncalligraphers.org 
Write on the Sound | writeonthesound.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Jan. 28 Deadline: The City of Edmonds Arts 
Commission (EAC) offers two, single opportunity 
grants in 2021 for artists and nonprofit arts and 
culture organizations based in Edmonds. General 
Guidelines for both the EAC Small Grant Program 
and the Large “Creating a Future” Grant are 
available from the EAC Submittable page: 
https://cityofedmondsartscommission.submittable.c
om/submit  
Submit questions to Frances Chapin, Arts & 
Culture Manager: 
frances.chapin@edmondswa.gov 
 
Jan 28 Deadline: The EAC's "On the Fence" 
temporary public art program seeks proposals for 
installations in three locations for the spring and 
summer months: 
https://cityofedmondsartscommission.submittable.c
om/submit/162399/on-the-fence-temporary-public-
art-installations  
 
Ongoing: Artist Trust regularly updates their 
website with COVID-19 Response & Recovery 
information for WA State artists. Includes local, 
regional and national relief programs: 
https://artisttrust.org/covid-19-response/  

Opportunities, next page 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coleartstudio.com/
https://cityofedmondsartscommission.submittable.com/submit
https://cityofedmondsartscommission.submittable.com/submit
mailto:frances.chapin@edmondswa.gov
https://cityofedmondsartscommission.submittable.com/submit/162399/on-the-fence-temporary-public-art-installations
https://cityofedmondsartscommission.submittable.com/submit/162399/on-the-fence-temporary-public-art-installations
https://cityofedmondsartscommission.submittable.com/submit/162399/on-the-fence-temporary-public-art-installations
https://artisttrust.org/covid-19-response/
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On the Fence  
Current Temporary Public Art Installations 

 

"Hearts" by N.naoj 
700 Main St 

 

 

 

"My House" by Mona Smiley-Fairbanks 
ArtWorks parking lot fence, 2nd Ave S & Dayton St. 

 

 

 

"Sea Weeds" by Joy Hagen 
Civic Field, 6th Ave S. 

 

 

View our Facebook Photo Album of other installations: 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set?vanity=EdmondsArtsCommi
ssion&set=a.463689200717882  

 

 
 
 
OPPORTUNTIES 

ALL ART DISCIPLINES 
 
Jan.15 Deadline: The Shed is accepting 
applications for participation in “Instructions for 
Imaginal Spaces” for 5-8 artists between January-
July 2021. Inter-disciplinary, cross-disciplinary, 
post-disciplinary, site-specific, or are otherwise 
media-fluid in approach. 
https://www.theshedseattle.org  
 
Feb 25 Deadline: The Mary Olson Farm Artist in 
Residence program in Auburn offers an annual 
opportunity for an artist to pursue their work in, and 
to be inspired by, the unique and beautiful setting 
of the Mary Olson Farm. The residency lasts 
approximately two months during the months of 
June and July. 
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.p
hp?ID=8267  
 
Feb 28 Deadline: 3Elements Review accepting 
submissions for Issue 30. The elements are 
CONFETTI, CHAMBER, and NIGHTSHADE. All 
three words must be used in any poetry, fiction, or 
creative nonfiction submissions. Art and 
photography submissions must represent at least 
one of those elements. 
http://3elementsreview.com/submit  
 

VISUAL / MEDIA 
 
Jan 22 Deadline: Canada’s diplomatic missions in 
the United States are proud to partner with the 
Toronto-based Social Distancing Festival to 
present a new collaborative, interdisciplinary series 
called "Connecting Perspectives: A Cross-Border 
Art Initiative", which will bring together artists who 
identify as Black, Indigenous and/or People of 
Color in Canada and the United States to create 
collaborative projects that draw inspiration from the 
theme “Art Today.” 
https://www.socialdistancingfestival.com/connectin
gperspectives  
 
Jan 24 Deadline: Design and fabricate two 
entryway features for re-design of the Burke 
Gilman Playground Park in northeast Seattle.  
https://www.elispark.org/call-for-artist 
 
Jan 24 Deadline: Puyallup’s Outdoor Sculpture 
Gallery invites sculptors to participate in its 2021-
23 rotating gallery exhibit. 
http://www.artsdowntown.org  
 
Jan 29 Deadline: The Jefferson Museum of Art & 
History and Port Townsend Public Library invite 
submissions for Port Townsend Paper, a paper-
based installation work that explores connections 
between past and present, and relationships with 
our PNW environment. Paper provided. 
http://www.jchsmuseum.org  
 
Jan 30 Deadline: Confluence Gallery Art Ctr in 
Twisp invites artists to create work that tells a story 
about the ecology and/or mythology of Corvid 
avian 
family. https://www.confluencegallery.org/artists/cal
l-to-artists-main-gallery  
 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set?vanity=EdmondsArtsCommission&set=a.463689200717882
https://www.facebook.com/media/set?vanity=EdmondsArtsCommission&set=a.463689200717882
https://www.theshedseattle.org/
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=8267
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=8267
http://3elementsreview.com/submit
https://www.socialdistancingfestival.com/connectingperspectives
https://www.socialdistancingfestival.com/connectingperspectives
https://www.elispark.org/call-for-artist
http://www.artsdowntown.org/
http://www.jchsmuseum.org/
https://www.confluencegallery.org/artists/call-to-artists-main-gallery
https://www.confluencegallery.org/artists/call-to-artists-main-gallery
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Jan 31 Deadline: The first annual Seattle Artist 
League Portrait Contest encourages artists to 
focus on portraiture in their work. The competition 
is open to everyone aged sixteen and over.  
https://portraitcontest.artcall.org/users/register  
 
Jan 31 Deadline: Icicle Fund is hosting two Artist-
In-Residence events to celebrate the 
Conservation, History and Arts (CHA) of North 
Central Washington at the Methow River (October 
2-4, 2020) and the Wenatchee River (May 21-23 
2021). For information: https://iciclefund.org/cha-
cha  
 
Feb 2 Deadline: The Seattle Office of Arts & 
Culture (ARTS), in partnership with Seattle Public 
Utilities, seeks up to 11 emerging artists to develop 
new temporary public artworks for FLOW 2021-
2022, an exhibition project to enliven construction 
walls and fences for infrastructure projects that are 
part of the Ship Canal Water Quality Project. 
https://www.seattle.gov/arts/opportunities/current-
calls-and-funding  
 
Feb 15 Deadline: The Shoreline Short Short Film 
Festival supports WA emerging and developing 
filmmakers. Accepted films will be screened during 
the single night festival on Saturday, April 24 as a 
drive-in experience (location TBA)   
https://www.shorelinearts.net/2020-shoreline-short-
short-film 

  

 

 

City of Edmonds Arts Commission 

Edmonds Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services 
Frances Anderson Center | 700 Main St 
www.edmondsartscommission.org 
425-771-0228 | eac@edmondswa.gov 

   

 
2021 Arts Commissioners 

Rhonda Soikowski, Chair 
Pat Oneill, Vice Chair 

Lesly Kaplan  
Lisa Palmatier 
Tanya Sharp 
Ashley Song 

(vacant) 
Georgia Livesey, Student Representative 

 

 

 

The Edmonds Arts Commission (EAC) exists to 
ensure that the arts are integral to our community's 
quality of life, economic vitality, and central identity. 
Edmonds Arts Commission meets regularly at 
6:00pm the first Monday of each month at the City of 
Edmonds Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services 
Department, Frances Anderson Center, 700 Main 
Street, Edmonds (NOTE: During COVID-19 closure of 
Edmonds public facilities, meetings are held online at 
4:30pm. Email eac@edmondswa.gov for connection 
information).  
 
The Arts Bulletin is a quarterly newsletter covering 
the programs and activities of the City of Edmonds 
Arts Commission. The newsletter includes a list of 
regional artist opportunities and occasional highlights 
of the Edmonds arts community at large. The Arts 
Bulletin is published in January, April, July and 
October, with a Special Holiday Edition in mid-
November. Email inquiries and announcements to 
eac@edmondswa.gov.  
 
City of Edmonds Arts & Culture Staff 
Frances Chapin, Arts & Culture Manager 
Laurie Rose, Arts Program Specialist / Write on the Sound 
Organizer 

 

 

    

 

https://portraitcontest.artcall.org/users/register
https://iciclefund.org/cha-cha
https://iciclefund.org/cha-cha
https://www.seattle.gov/arts/opportunities/current-calls-and-funding
https://www.seattle.gov/arts/opportunities/current-calls-and-funding
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https://twitter.com/edmondsarts
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