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Many of the columns I have written in the past few years have focused on the functioning within our 
city. Of course council and I see the health and wellbeing of Edmonds as our chief responsibility. 
Whether it’s the budget, local land use, economic development, public safety or infrastructure 
improvements, Edmonds comes first. 
 
I have also mentioned the importance of Edmonds involvement on county, regional, state and federal 
issues. Participation in those issues outside our city limits brings great benefit to our city. How can we as 
a city have influence in all those levels of government you ask? Well, there are many examples of how 
your elected officials can provide leadership outside of Edmonds and have that leadership benefit our 
community. 
 
As examples; Council President Adrienne Fraley-Monillas serves on the Snohomish County Health 
District Board, Council Member Diane Buckshnis serves on WIRA 8 Board, a regional body working on 
water quality and environmental issues and Council Member Tom Mesaros is on the SNOCOM 911 
Board, dealing with regional emergency services. These are just a few examples as all council members 
serve on various other boards and commissions that benefit our community. 
 
One of the important players for Edmonds is Snohomish County Cities (SCC), of which I have the 
privilege of being President this year. Formed many years ago, SCC is a nonprofit organization comprised 
of mayors and councilmembers from cities within Snohomish County. SCC meets monthly to hear guest 
speakers and talk through issues of importance to cities.  
 
One of the chief roles of the group is to select representatives to the Puget Sound Regional Council 
(PSRC) which makes major decisions on long-range planning and transportation, as well as regional 
priorities for land use. Many federal grants for projects like the round-a-bout or water and sewer 
replacement lines in Edmonds flow through PSRC. Beyond PSRC, SCC makes other key appointments at 
the local, county and regional level. 
 
Two years ago, SCC decided cities should play a more active role in state legislative matters. To that end, 
we have developed a legislative agenda including active participation to help shape transportation, 
financial and policy issues relevant to all 20 Snohomish County Cities. While we certainly do not 
"control" outcomes, but by carrying common messages to Olympia, we assist in shaping outcomes 
beneficial to Snohomish County. With that increased involvement and influence more council members 
and mayors have taken an active role in the outcome. Our monthly meetings used to attract 25-30 
members. We now regularly have 40-50 elected officials in attendance. 
 
Highest on the list of the 2015 legislative session for SCC (and the county) has been the need for an 
improved transportation plan to meet the needs of Snohomish County. The state Senate recently passed 
a comprehensive package, which included in excess of $500M for Snohomish County and moved the 
legislation to the House for consideration. Real progress! At least seven electeds from SCC testified in 
favor of the bill. 
 
Influence occurs in other ways also. The SCC Board members have participated in Editorial Boards with 
the Snohomish County newspaper, The Daily Herald. As a result, SCC has had editorial opinions 
published twice in the past few months related to state legislative issues. The most recent editorial 



opinion was published this past Tuesday and can be viewed at the following link – 
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150317/OPINION01/150319294/Cities-see-reason-for-optimism-
in-session.  
 
With the increased involvement at a variety of levels by a number of Snohomish County mayors, we are 
having a larger impact. A recent King-5 poll of Western Washington mayors, seen here 
http://best.king5.com/best/mayor/people/western-washington, placed seven Snohomish County 
mayors in the top 20. (And I am proud to be one of the seven.) 
 
We still have much work to do, but with the engagement of cities in Snohomish County we begin to 
paint a picture of co-operation and progress for our communities. This working together brings benefit 
to us all. 
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