
{WSS645775.DOC;1/00006.900000/} - 1 - 

0006.900000 
WSS/gjz 
11/09/06 
R:4/6/07gjz 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 3645 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EDMONDS, 
WASHINGTON, AMENDING THE PROVISIONS OF 
SECTION 5.05.050 RUNNING AT LARGE PROHIBITED TO 
DELETE THE EXCEPTIONS FOR CATS, REQUIRE THAT 
THE CUSTODY OF CAPTURED STRAY ANIMALS BE 
TURNED OVER TO THE ANIMAL CONTROL AUTHORITY, 
AND FIX A TIME WHEN THE SAME SHALL BECOME 
EFFECTIVE. 

 
 

WHEREAS, current City ordinance prohibits pet and animal owners from 

allowing their animals to run at large, but creates an exception for cats; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that stray cats and cats allowed to run at large 

pose a risk to public safety by contributing to the spread of disease and the killing or injury of 

wild life such as bids, squirrels and other small animals; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to reinstate a requirement that persons 

taking up stray animals turn such animals over to the animal control authority or police within 24 

hours; NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EDMONDS, WASHINGTON, DO 

ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.   The Edmonds City Code, Section 5.05.050 Running at large 

prohibited is hereby amended to read as follows: 

5.05.050 Running at large prohibited. 

A. It shall be unlawful for the owner or person have charge, 
care, custody or control of any animal to allow such animal to run 
at large during any hours of the day or night.  This section shall not 
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apply to dogs owned by the City or other law enforcement 
agencies and maintained as police K-9 units while under the 
custody and control of the trainer or handler.  Any animal found 
running at large may be seized and impounded. 

B. It shall be the duty of a person who takes into their 
possession any stray animal not owned by them or not placed in 
their possession by the person having the lawful custody and 
control thereof, to notify the animal control authority or police 
within 24 hours and to release such animal to the City officer upon 
demand and without charge.      

Section 2. Effective Date.  This ordinance, being an exercise of a power specifi-

cally delegated to the City legislative body, is not subject to referendum, and shall take effect 

five (5) days after passage and publication of an approved summary thereof consisting of the 

title. 

APPROVED: 
 
 
  
MAYOR GARY HAAKENSON 

 
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
  
CITY CLERK, SANDRA S. CHASE 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY: 
 
 
BY   
 W. SCOTT SNYDER  
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:  05/11/2007 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 05/15/2007 
PUBLISHED:     05/20/2007 
EFFECTIVE DATE:    05/25/2007 
ORDINANCE NO. 3645 
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SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 3645 
 

of the City of Edmonds, Washington 
 
 
 

On the 15th day of May, 2007, the City Council of the City of Edmonds, passed 
Ordinance No. 3645.  A summary of the content of said ordinance, consisting of the title, 
provides as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EDMONDS, WASHINGTON, AMENDING THE 
PROVISIONS OF SECTION 5.05.050 RUNNING AT LARGE PROHIBITED TO DELETE 
THE EXCEPTIONS FOR CATS, REQUIRE THAT THE CUSTODY OF CAPTURED STRAY 
ANIMALS BE TURNED OVER TO THE ANIMAL CONTROL AUTHORITY, AND FIX A 
TIME WHEN THE SAME SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE. 

The full text of this Ordinance will be mailed upon request. 

DATED this 16th day of May, 2007. 

 
  
CITY CLERK, SANDRA S. CHASE 
 

 


